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PALESTINIAN POLL 
14 & 15 May 2009
SUMMARY & HIGHLIGHTS

· Alpha International polled 513 Palestinians from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip as a representative sample of the population on 14 and 15 May 2009. The margin of error is +/-4.13%.

· 57% said that the current Palestinian leadership definitely or probably would not be able to end the occupation and reach a viable two-state agreement itself. 42% said that it probably or definitely was capable of doing so.

· 36% said they thought President Obama’s active involvement could raise the chances of a two-state agreement “very much” or “somewhat” – 30% answered “not at all”. 


· 65% said they thought President Obama tended to support the Israeli side, while 25% thought he was even-handed. Just 2% thought he tended to support the Palestinian side.

· 55% said that they thought a two-state agreement could most likely be achieved through a political avenue – with 38% thinking international pressure and involvement more likely to be effective in achieving this goal, and 17% thinking bilateral negotiations more likely to work. 34% thought armed struggle would be most effective.

· 70% of respondents said they wanted President Obama to get actively involved to help reach a two-state agreement.
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About Alpha International

Alpha International for Research, Polling & Informatics was established in 2001, with the aim to help decision–makers from government, business and civil society organizations and individuals to make effective use of data, information and modern statistical analysis tools in making sound decision for present and planning of the future.  Backed by distinguished in house expertise and a solid commitment to quality, Alpha Team provides a wide range of reliable services using cutting edge research methods and statistical analysis techniques.

Alpha has extended experience in conducing data services including data need identification, data collection and entry, data analysis and interpretation data management as well as data design and implementation.  Alpha team is also experienced in design, development and implementing management information systems tailored to the particular need of client institution.  There are many fields that Alpha has been working gin as well, including surveys, polling, performance evaluation, research studies, capacity building, trend analysis and forecasting, outsourcing and specialized technical assistance.

Alpha has worked with various companies including: The Palestinian Cellular Company (Jawwal); The Palestinian Telecommunications Company (Paltel), Arab Bank; Cairo Amman Bank; Samara; Uniliver; Sky; Birzeit University Public and Community Health Institute, Women’s Affairs Center, Center for Palestine Research and Studies just to name a few, as well as international organization and government institutions including the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and UNDP. Recently, in April 2009, Alpha completed a series of focus groups for Charney Research Inc, USA, on public opinions towards Palestinian leadership and final status issues.

Alpha has always been aware of the importance of reliable validated data and indicators, for all, and therefore is committed to quality in all its data products and services.  This has been proven by our large number of clients and work supervised over fifty surveys in various areas.
Introduction

This research was commissioned by AVAAZ. It targeted a representative sample of the general public in both the West Bank and Gaza, through telephone interviews. Data was collected on the 14th and 15th of May 2009, covering 513 respondents overall. The margin of error for this poll  is +/- 4.3%.
Sample Description 

The poll covered 513 respondents, distributed as follows:

· 66.9% from the West Bank, 33.1% from Gaza

· 50.1% male, 49.9% female

· 44.9% are between 18 and 30 years old; 25.4% are aged 31 to 40; 18.8% are aged 41 to 50; and 10.9% are over the age of 50

Main Findings
When asked whether the current Palestinian leadership is capable of ending the occupation and reaching a viable and acceptable two-state agreement:

· 38.4% of all respondents indicated definitely not

· 32.2% indicated probably yes

· 18.1% indicated probably no

· 9.7% indicated yes, definitely

In the West Bank specifically, 40.5% chose definitely not, 32.4% chose probably yes, 17.5% indicated probably no, and 7.6% chose yes, definitely. In Gaza, 34.1% chose definitely not, 31.8% chose probably yes, 19.4% chose probably no, and 14.1% chose yes, definitely.

Chart 1: Current Palestinian leadership capable of ending occupation 
and reaching a viable and acceptable two-state solution, by region
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When asked to what extent do you believe that direct involvement of US President Obama will raise the chances of ending the occupation and reach a viable and acceptable two-state agreement:

· 30.6% of all respondents indicated somewhat so

· 30.4% indicated not at all

· 30.2% indicated very little

· 5.1% indicated very much so

In the West Bank specifically, 32.7% chose not at all, 31.8% chose very little, 26.5% chose somewhat so, and 4.7% indicated very much so. In Gaza, 38.8% indicated somewhat so, 27.1% chose very little, 25.9% chose not at all and 5.9% specified very much so.
Chart 2: Direct involvement of US President Obama will raise the chances
 of ending the occupation and reaching a viable and acceptable two-state agreement, by region
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When asked "How in your opinion is it most likely that a two-state agreement could be achieved?" respondents identified the following methods:
· 38% of all respondents chose international pressure and involvement

· 34.1% chose armed struggle

· 17% chose bilateral negotiations with Israel

In the West Bank specifically, 38.5% chose international pressure and involvement, 33.5% chose armed struggle and 16% chose bilateral negotiations with Israel. In Gaza, 37.1% chose international pressure and involvement, 35.3% chose armed struggle and 18.8% chose bilateral negotiations with Israel.
Chart 3: Methods for a two-state agreement to be achieved, by region
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When asked "do you support or oppose US President Obama playing an active role in ending the occupation and reaching a two-state solution?" respondents replied as follows:

· 42.1% of all respondents chose support

· 27.7% chose strongly support

· 17% chose oppose

· 11.1% chose strongly oppose
In the West Bank specifically, 42.3% chose support, 28.3% chose strongly support, 16.6% chose oppose and 10.5% strongly oppose. In Gaza, 41.8% chose support, 26.5% chose strongly support, 17.6% chose oppose and 12.4% chose strongly oppose.
Chart 4: President Obama's role in ending the occupation and
 reaching a two-state solution, by region
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Finally, 60.8% of all respondents agreed with the statement that President Obama tends to support the Israeli side of the conflict (64.7% West Bank; 52.9% Gaza). 29% of all respondents indicated that they thought that President Obama has a balanced and even-handed position regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict (25.9% West Bank; 35.3% Gaza). Only 3.1% of all respondents indicated that they though that President Obama tends to support the Palestinian and Arab side of the conflict (2.3% West Bank; 4.7% Gaza).
Chart 5: President Obama's political tendencies, by region
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Annex: Basic Results 

	Q1: Do you believe that the current Palestinian leadership is capable of ending the occupation and reaching a viable and acceptable two-state agreement?

	Yes, definitely
	7.6
	14.1
	9.7

	Probably yes           
	32.4
	31.8
	32.2

	Probably no
	17.5
	19.4
	18.1

	Definitely not
	40.5
	34.1
	38.4

	Don't know 
	2.0
	0.6
	1.6

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	

	Q2: To what extent do you believe that direct involvement of US President Obama will raise the chances of ending the occupation and reaching a viable and acceptable two-state agreement?  

	Very much so           
	4.7
	5.9
	5.1

	Somewhat so
	26.5
	38.8
	30.6

	Very little               
	31.8
	27.1
	30.2

	Not at all
	32.7
	25.9
	30.4

	Don't know 
	4.4
	2.4
	3.7

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


	Indicator
	Percent

	
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	Total

	Q3: How in your opinion is it most likely that a two-state agreement could be achieved?

	Bilateral negotiations with Israel
	16.0
	18.8
	17.0

	International pressure and involvement
	38.5
	37.1
	38.0

	Armed struggle
	33.5
	35.3
	34.1

	Don't know
	5.2
	2.9
	4.5

	Others
	6.7
	5.9
	6.4

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	

	Q4: Do you support or oppose US President Obama playing an active role in ending the occupation and reaching a two-state solution?

	Strongly support
	28.3
	26.5
	27.7

	Support
	42.3
	41.8
	42.1

	Oppose
	16.6
	17.6
	17.0

	Strongly oppose
	10.5
	12.4
	11.1

	Don't know
	2.3
	1.2
	1.9

	He doesn’t have a role
	0.0
	0.6
	0.2

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	


	Q5: In your opinion and from what you have heard so far, does US president Obama

	Tends to support the Palestinian and Arab side of the conflict
	2.3
	4.7
	3.1

	Tends to support the Israeli side of the conflict
	64.7
	52.9
	60.8

	Has a balanced and even-handed position regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
	25.9
	35.3
	29.0

	Don't know
	5.8
	7.1
	6.2

	He tends towards neither side
	0.9
	0.0
	0.6

	He tries to be balanced but he the is under a lot of pressure
	0.3
	0.0
	0.2

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	

	B1: Sex

	Male
	49.9
	50.6
	50.1

	Female
	50.1
	49.4
	49.9

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


	Indicator
	Percent

	
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	Total

	B2: Age

	 - 1830
	42.4
	50.0
	44.9

	40 – 31
	26.9
	22.4
	25.4

	50 – 41
	19.9
	16.5
	18.8

	> 50
	10.8
	11.2
	10.9

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	

	Region

	West Bank
	66.9

	Gaza Strip


	33.1

	Total
	100.0
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